Pyoderma gangraenosum as rare complication of incisional hernia repair in a patient with Werlhof's disease.
On the 3rd day following surgery to repair an incisional hernia, a 67-year-old male patient with Werlhof's disease (idiopathic thrombocytopenic purpura) was diagnosed with a histologically confirmed pyoderma gangraenosum (PG), a rare complication of wound healing. Dexamethasone pulse therapy resulted in rapid remission of the skin lesions. Further improvement was slowed when the patient suffered multiple organ failure in the intensive care unit, delaying his transfer to rehabilitation for 8 weeks. Postoperative PG is always a differential diagnostic possibility in patients with sterile, progressive, painful, ulcerative skin lesions at or near the surgical wound. Unlike most wound healing complications, which are treated by debridement or antibiotics, the treatment of choice for PG is high-dose steroid therapy.